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1. Submitted for your information are the following highlights of 1 


a conference 15 Nov with Maj Gen Claire L, Chennault (Retd) : 

a, The.Chinese Communists do not at present possess the capability 
of invading Taiwan.. The Chinese Air Force has been successful in prevent 
ing concentration of -junks and. sampans along the China coast, An invasion 


b. The Chinese Communists. will not attack Hong Kong or Maceo until 
they have completed the conquest of continental China. When the time is 


vipe, the Communists will raise the issue of abrogetion of treaties cover= < 
ing the Leased Territories, , v 

c, A major Communist invasion of Szechwan Province is believe oa 
imminent, Four routes of advance into Szechwan are available to the - °° - . 
Communists: (1) from Nancheng in Shensi Province south into Szechwan; (2) i 
through the gorges of the Yangtze River; (3) from the east along the <y N 
Enshih-Chungking highway; and () from the south slong the Kuetiyang~ 3 Mo 
Chungking highway, All routes are considered extremely arduous, with the | 


route through the Yangtze gorges being the most difficult, ‘The terrain 
favors Nationalist defénsive action, eo 

d, Taiwan and H¥irian Islands are extremely important to the US 
and other western nations in general as bases for maintaining communication 
in the Pacific. The Nationalists have reduced the threat of internal 
uprisings on Taiway, through land reforms and increase in production. Most 
people on Taiwan are happy at present. Well—drmed and well-trained troops 
on Taiwan now number about 100,000, Approximately 90 per cent of the 
Chinese Air Force on Taiwan is considered safe from defections, mainly 
because their families ere being held as ‘hostages when they go on a mission: 
Supplies from the US are still coming into Taiwan, but the Nationalists 
are running short of funds, ; : 

e, Contrary-to popular belief, the war in China is not a people's |»: 
social revolution, . \ ; 

f.° The Chinese people believe that no obher leader can replace 
CHIANG Kai-shek, unless possibly it would be Premier YEN Hsi~shan, who is 
an independent, They fear that if CHIANG steps out of the picture the 
Nationalist Government will fold up. Acting President LI Tsung-jen is not _ 
considered reliable, He is inclined to straddle the fence, 

PAT Chung-hsi will continue to fight communism until he feels 

that the situation is hopeless, . 

g. An economic blockade of China would be effective inasmuch as 
the long-range weakness of the Communists will be their inability to solve 
economic problems, The time is ripe for fostering unrest in Communist- 
controlled areas as the Commmists have not reached the stage where they 
have complete control over the people, 
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of Taiwan will probably not be attempted until the mainland is sufficiently x 
consolidated to permit redeployment of additional troops to the coastal. 
area, Sg “nee 
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that Hainan would be difficult to defend because of its close proximity to the 
mainland, there are no suitable harbors along the northern coast, and the beaches 
are unsuitable for amphibious invasion, 
k, No US persomel defected to the Communists during the recent defections 
of CNAC and CATC in Hong Kong, 
2. G+2 Comment: Although Gen Chennault clearly indicated to those whe are 


. familiar with the China Situation that/he is on the side of Generalissimo CHIANG 


Kai-shek, he was surprisingly uriblased in his comments and opinions during the 
conference with members of Theater Intelligence Division. 
3, The foregoing is for your information. . , 


fea oi wae CA We 





lincl: Map SYorv C-O_ 


o 


} 
: 
| 











a ¥ = = af rect anager gt ten MEY wag ena NTR 











RR, porns, pesiunes Goataeeree 


e 0 e2eHQ = 
‘INTER - OFFICE MEMORANDUM 


(For use within G-2 only) ‘ 
ile | : TL /LdF /RAL/bd 
FileNos = Subfect Chennaillt Conference Date? 16 Nov 49 


FROM: is TO: = PHONE: 
Col Fortier . Gen Va Lloughby NAME : 





Comment 
Number 





1 
Cont! d 


h, ‘he Communists do not have stockpiles of aviation gasoline 
in North China and it would be difficult for the Soviets to provide such 
gasoline from their limited stocks. 

i. The Nationalists cannot hope to regain their losses on the 
mainland, but they can stop the Communists and contain them until internal 
problems cause a collapse of their regime, : 

4. Hainan Island has two good airfields and good port facilities 
at Yulin, which will take vessels up to 12,000 tons at any tide, Although 
it appears that Hainan would be difficult to.defend because of its close 
proximity to the mainland, there are no suitable harbors al ong the “e 
northern coast, and the beaches are unsuitable for amphibious invasion. 

k, No US personnel defected to the Communists during the recent - 
defections of GNAC and CATC in Hong Kong. . it ee 
: 2, Comment: Although Gen Chennault clearly indicated to those who 
are familiar with the China Situation that he is on the side of General- 
issimo CHIANG Kai-shek, he was surprisingly unbiased in his comments and. 
opinions during.the conference with members of Theater Intelligence Div. 
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Yulin, which will take vessels up to 12,000 tons at ary tidé. Although Tt appears” — 
that Hainan would be difficult to defend because of its close proximity to the 
mainland, there are no suitable harbors along the northern coast, and the beaches 
are unsuitable for amphibious invasion, ; 
k, No US personnel defected to the Communists during the recent defections 

of CNAC and CATC in Hong Kong. : 

2, G2 Comment: Although Gen Chennault clearly indicated to those who are 
_ familiar with the China Situation thet,he is on the side of Generalissimo CHIANG i 
Kai-shek, he was surprisingly unbiased in his comments and opinions uring the ‘ 
conference with members of Theater Intelligence Division. a 

3, The foregoing is for your information. 
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GENERAL HEADQUARTERS - 
Military Intelligince Section, General Staff 


17 November 199 


be 
SUBJECT s Conference with Chennault 
MEMORANDUM TO: Chief of Staff : 3 dt 


1. The: following are highlights of a conference 15 Nov with Maj Gen Maire 
L. Chennault (Retd): , 

a, The Chinese Communists do not at present possess the capability Pes 
invading Taiwan, The Chinese Air Force hes been successful in preventing con- 
centration of junks and sampans along the China coast, An invasion of Taiwan 
will probably not be attempted until the mainland is sufficiently consolidated 
to permit redeployment of additional troops to the coastal area, 

bs The Chinese Communists will not attack Hong Kong or Macao until 
they have completed the conquest of continental China, When the time is ripe, 
the Communists will raise the issue of abrogation of treaties covering the Leased 
Territories, 

c, A major Communist invasion of Szechwan Province is believed imminent,, 
Four routes of advance into Szechwan are available to the Communists: (1) from 
Nancheng in Shensi Frovince south into Szechwan; (2) through the gorges of the - 
Yangtze River; (3) from thé cast along the Enahih-Cinmgkci ne highway; and (l) from 
the south along the Kueiyang~ Chungking highway. All routes are considered ex- 
tremely arduous, with the route through the Yangtze gorges. being the most difficult, 
The terrain favors Nationalist defensive action, (See Map ~ Tab 1). 

d. Taiwan and: Hainan Islands are extremely important, to the US and other 
western nations in gener as bases for maintaining communications in the Pacific, 

The Nationalists have rediiced the threat of internal uprisings on Taiwan through 
land reforms and increase in production, Most people on Taiwan aye. happy at present. 
Well-armed and well-trained troops on Taiwan now number about 100,000, Approximately ~ 
90 per cent of Chinase Air Force on Taiwan is considered safe from defections, mainly 
because their families are being held as hostages when they go,on a mission. Supplies 
from the US are still coming into Taiwan, but the Nationalists are rumiing short of 
funds, 


e, Contrary to popular belief, the war in China is not a people's social 
revolution. io, 
f, The Chinese people believe that no other leader can replace curano/ 7? / 

Kai-shek, tnless possibly it would be Premier YEN Hsi-shan, who is an independent, 
They fear that if CHIANG steps out of the picture the Nationalist Government will 
fold up. Acting President LI Tsung-jen is not considered reliable, He is inclined 
to straddle the fence, 
PAI Chung-hsi will continue to fight communism until he feels that the 
situation is hopeless, 
eg, An economic blockade of China would be effective inasmuch as the long- 
range weakness of the Communists will. be their inability to solve economic problems, 
The time is ripe for fostering unrest in Commmist-controlled areas as the Communists 
have not reached the stage where they have complete control over the people, 
h. The Communists do not have stockpiles of aviation gasoline in North 
China and it would be difficult for the Soviets to provide such gasoline from their 
limited stocks, 
i. The Netionalists cannot hope to regain their losses on the mainland, 
but they can stop the Communists and contain them until internal problems cause a 
collapse of their regime, 
j. Hainan Island has two good airfields and good port facilities at 
Yulin, which will take vessels up to 12,000 tons at any tide. Although it appears 
that Hainan would be difficult to defend because of its close proximity to the 
mainland, there are no suitable harbors along the nope coast, and the PoeRHSs 
are unsuitable for amphibious invasion, 
k. No US personnel defected to the Communists during the recent detcouions 
of CNACG and CATC in Hong Kong. 
2, G-2 Comment: Although Gen Chennault clearly indicated to those who are 
_ familiar with the China Situation that /he is on the side of Generalissimo CHIANG 
Kai-shek, he was surprisingly unbiased in his comments and opinions durin the 
conference with members of Theater Intelligence Divisions 
3, The foregoing is for your information. 
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